
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

OF

RWA CHAPTER:  YOSEMITE ROMANCE WRITERS

May 16, 2009

(10:00 a.m. - Marie Callendar’s  (Shaw & Brawley - Fresno, CA)

1. Opening

a. Call to Order (President/Vice President)

Meeting was called to order by President, Dawna Richard @ 10:52   a.m.

2. Reading of minutes of last meeting (Secretary)

Reading of the m inutes w as w aived.  Minutes w ill be subm itted on

w ebsite only for review  by general m em bership .

3. Correspondence

Dianna Love Contest -  Break In to  F iction

All m em bers should  enter - Not only w ill there be individual w inners

but Chapter w inners as w ell. G o to  http://w w w .breakintofiction.com /

for m ore in fo .

4. Reports

a. Increase m em bership /renew al dues 

Proposal: Raise annual renew al/m em bership  dues to  $50.00; M otion m ade

by D i Tarhalla  and seconded by Donna O ’Brien. Proposal w ent to  vote -

M ajority of Ayes cast in  favor of increase. Before Nay vote could  be taken

discussion ensued re am ount and feasib ility of charging so m uch m ore for

renew al/m em bership  fees. 

The consensus of the online d iscussions w ith  m em bers is  that it  w ould be

easier to  com e up w ith  a h igher annual fee than raise the m onthly m eeting

dues. (As it  stands now , m onthly dues barely cover expense of room  and

m eals.) D iscussion about w hether w e need to com pensate speakers. In

order to  attract and secure quality speakers, com pensation is  necessary

and expected. Have stayed w ith  in -state authors in  order to  keep fees dow n

but w ould  eventually like to  draw  others; Need to  form  com m ittees to

budget these item s - M ain  responsib ility has fallen  to  Sandy &  Daw na; W ill

be subm itting w orkshop ideas; F iscal year is  January to  Decem ber; RW A

renew al is a year from  w henever you first jo ined. ;  M em bership  increase w ill

take effect for a ll new  m em bers w ithin  th irty days. Current m em bers w ill pay

increased fee upon annual renew al. 

Proposal still on  the tab le; Nay vote called  - no opposed; 1 undecided.

http://www.breakintofiction.com/


M otion carried . 

b . Take increase of m eeting fee off tab le - M eeting increase taken off agenda as

annual fees m em bership  fees w ere raised to  cover m eeting expenses and speaker

fees.

5. Business

New business

1.  New  M em bers – Nannette &  L isa

Nanette Potter -  (The infam ous Nannette Potter) W rites M ystery/Rom ance - so ld

short rom ances to True Love;   

L isa Duncan from  Porterv ille  -  Teacher, currently w orking 2 contem porary

rom ances. 

V isitor:  Lo is Hauck reader not a  w riter -  “W rite ‘em  so I can read ‘em ”  

2 .  Author/Publisher chats

Had first publisher chat online - D ianna Love, Jessica Anderson and Sandy B lair

have all s igned on to  partic ipate in  chats as w ell.  Sarah’s w orking on 2 other

publishers; If  anyone has a publisher requests, let Sarah know  so she can

contact them . (If m em bers don’t w ant to  receive e-m ails  from  loop w hen Chats

take p lace, you can opt in  yahoo {Edit M em bership} to  not receive e-m ails  that

day or choose d igest -  hom e page)

3.  New sletter Artic les

New sletter artic les - Artic les are needed.  SEND TO D I (She needs “stuff, b ig

tim e.”)   June suggested w e could  also recom m end, not just books to  read but

“help” books; O ther new sletter item s: Contests; G ripes; G roup questions for

m eetings; etc.

RW A New sletter contest -  W as judged in  print form at - not w eb-based

form at. O nly tw o print form at - KO D only final. There w ere m any that w ere

subm itted only on w eb-based form  w hich w eren’t judged. O ur version w as

subm itted in  w eb-form at.

1. W orkshops; Announce

June 20 meeting – Linda Wisdom Randall – writing

paranormals (Sandy’s birthday.)   



EXCITING NEWS: M aryLou - G ot a phone call from  New  York - W ant to

option her book, A Handful o f Sand ,  for f ilm  or

Telem undo or Univ ision; KUDO S M arylou!!!!  

· M ee ting ad journed  a t 11 :29  p .m .; Speaker and  lunch fo llow ed

· M inutes  submitted  by Secre ta ry,  D onna  O ’B rien.

/s / D onna K . O ’B rien________________________

D onna K . O ’B rien, S ecre ta ry


